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Architectural and Engineering Fees for Vancouver Additions

Yes, $15,000 to $25,000 is a normal and realistic range for architectural drawings and structural
engineering for a home addition in Metro Vancouver. For straightforward single-storey additions, you might land
closer to $12,000 to $18,000, while complex projects like second-storey additions or additions on challenging sites
can push design fees to $30,000 or beyond.

This is one of those costs that homeowners often experience as sticker shock, but it reflects the genuine complexity
of designing an addition in our region. Metro Vancouver imposes layered requirements that don't exist in many
other Canadian markets — seismic design to the BC Building Code's highest zone classification, BC Energy
Step Code compliance, municipal design guidelines, and often neighbourhood-specific character

requirements that all need to be addressed in the drawings before you can even apply for a permit.

The architectural portion of those fees — typically $10,000 to $18,000 for a mid-sized addition — covers several
deliverables. Your architect or residential designer will produce measured drawings of the existing house,
conceptual design options, detailed floor plans, elevations, building sections, construction details, and a
specifications package. In municipalities like Vancouver, Burnaby, or West Vancouver that have design guidelines
or character home bylaws, the drawings also need to demonstrate compliance with neighbourhood context, which
adds design time. Most residential architects in Metro Vancouver charge either a fixed fee based on project scope

or a percentage of construction cost, typically 8% to 12% for additions.

Structural engineering runs separately and usually costs $3,000 to $8,000 for an addition. The structural engineer
designs the foundation, specifies beam and header sizes, details the framing connections for seismic resistance,
and provides the calculations the building department requires. For second-storey additions, where the existing
foundation and framing need to be assessed for capacity to carry the new load, structural engineering fees climb to
$6,000 to $12,000 because the engineer needs to investigate existing conditions and may need to design
reinforcement.

Beyond the architect and structural engineer, several other professional fees typically fall within this budget line. An
energy advisor is required for Step Code compliance, costing $2,000 to $4,000 for modelling and testing. A
geotechnical report may be required if your lot has slope, fill, or uncertain soil conditions — that's $3,000 to
$6,000 and is common in North Vancouver, West Vancouver, Coquitlam's hillside areas, and parts of Burnaby.
Some municipalities also require a certified arborist report ($1,500 to $3,000) if the addition footprint comes near

protected trees, which is frequent in Metro Vancouver's tree-covered residential neighbourhoods.

The total professional fee package often breaks down like this for a typical addition. Architectural design and

drawings come in at $12,000 to $18,000. Structural engineering adds $4,000 to $8,000. Energy modelling costs

Vancouver Home Additions — vancouverhomeadditions.com — Generated March 15, 2026



$2,000 to $4,000. Survey and site plans run $2,000 to $3,500. That brings the total to roughly $20,000 to $33,000
for a comprehensive design package, though simpler projects can come in under $15,000 if the design is

straightforward and no geotechnical or arborist reports are needed.

One important consideration is that skimping on design fees almost always costs more in construction. A
well-detailed set of drawings reduces ambiguity during construction, which means fewer change orders and less
contractor guesswork. Architects and engineers who understand Metro Vancouver's specific requirements — from
rainscreen wall assemblies suited to our marine climate to seismic detailing — produce drawings that get through
permit review faster and result in fewer inspection issues. A cheap set of drawings that triggers multiple rounds of
permit revisions or construction problems will cost you far more in delays and fixes than the money you saved on

design.

When selecting your design team, ask specifically about their experience with additions in your municipality —
permit processes and requirements vary significantly between Vancouver, Burnaby, Surrey, Coquitlam, and the
North Shore municipalities. An architect who regularly works in your city will know what the planning department

expects and can navigate the process efficiently.

Architect vs Design-Build Firm for Vancouver Additions

The best starting point depends on your project's complexity and budget — for additions under 500 square
feet with straightforward structural requirements, a design-build firm often provides a faster, more cost-
effective path, while larger or architecturally complex additions typically benefit from a registered
architect's involvement. Understanding the difference between these two approaches will save you time, money,

and frustration as you navigate Vancouver's demanding permit process.

A registered architect (AIBC-licensed in British Columbia) brings independent design expertise and acts solely as
your advocate. They produce detailed construction drawings, manage the permit application with the City of
Vancouver or your municipality, and can oversee construction through contract administration. For a home addition,
an architect is particularly valuable when the project involves complex structural integration with an older home,
heritage considerations, challenging lot constraints like steep grades common in North Vancouver, or when you
want a design that truly elevates the architectural character of your property. Architects typically charge between
$15,000 and $45,000 for a home addition design in Metro Vancouver, depending on scope and complexity —

usually calculated as 8% to 15% of the total construction cost.
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A design-build firm combines design and construction under one contract. The in-house designer or building
designer (not necessarily a registered architect) creates the plans, and the same company builds the addition. This
approach streamlines communication, often reduces the overall timeline by two to four months, and can lower total
project costs by 10% to 20% compared to the traditional architect-then-contractor route. Many reputable design-
build firms in Metro Vancouver employ experienced building designers who are highly skilled at residential additions

and understand local zoning bylaws, the BC Building Code, and municipal permit requirements intimately.

Before making your decision, take a few preliminary steps. Walk your property and identify your goals clearly
— are you adding a primary bedroom suite, expanding the kitchen, or building a second storey? Measure the
general area where you envision the addition and note any obvious constraints like setback distances to property
lines, mature trees protected under Vancouver's tree bylaw, or drainage patterns. Gather your property's legal
survey if you have one, and pull your lot's zoning designation from the municipal website. This basic homework

makes your first consultation with any design professional far more productive.

Interview at least three firms or architects before committing. Ask to see completed addition projects similar to
yours in scope and style. Request references from clients who had additions built on older homes, since integrating
new construction with existing structures in Vancouver's housing stock — much of which dates from the 1940s
through 1970s — presents unique challenges around foundation connections, roof tie-ins, and matching exterior
materials. Ask each candidate how they handle the permit process with your specific municipality, because
requirements vary significantly between the City of Vancouver, Burnaby, Surrey, Coquitlam, and other Metro

Vancouver jurisdictions.

For most homeowners planning a mid-range addition (400 to 800 square feet, single storey, on a standard
suburban lot), a well-regarded design-build firm is often the most practical choice. You get a single point of
accountability, a streamlined timeline, and typically a fixed-price contract that covers design through completion.
For high-end or architecturally ambitious projects — a cantilevered second-storey addition overlooking the
mountains, a glass-walled great room addition on a sloped Westside lot, or an addition to a home in a heritage

conservation area — an independent architect's creative vision and technical depth are usually worth the premium.

One hybrid approach that works well in Vancouver is hiring an architect for the schematic design phase only
(concept drawings and initial design direction) and then engaging a qualified general contractor to refine the
construction documents and build. This gives you professional design guidance where it matters most while

keeping costs in check. Expect to pay $3,000 to $8,000 for schematic design services alone.

Regardless of which path you choose, ensure your design professional is experienced with BC's seismic
requirements, which significantly affect structural design for additions, and with the BC Energy Step Code, which
your municipality may enforce at Step 3 or higher for new construction including additions. Starting with the right

professional relationship sets the tone for your entire project.
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Matching a 1960s Split-Level Addition in Burnaby

Absolutely — a well-designed addition can blend seamlessly with a 1960s split-level, but it requires
deliberate attention to rooflines, materials, proportions, and the distinctive multi-level geometry that
defines the split-level form. Burnaby has thousands of split-levels built during the 1950s and 1960s housing
boom, and experienced local designers understand how to extend these homes without creating an awkward

mismatch.

The roofline is the single most important element for visual integration. Split-levels typically feature low-slope gable
or hip roofs with moderate overhangs. The most common mistake in additions is introducing a roofline that doesn't
match the pitch, overhang depth, or fascia profile of the original. Your designer should measure the existing roof
pitch precisely (most 1960s Burnaby split-levels have pitches between 3:12 and 5:12) and replicate it on the
addition. Where the new roof meets the old, a continuous ridge line or a cleanly integrated valley prevents the
"tacked-on" appearance. If the addition sits below the existing roofline — as with a single-storey bump-out at the

lower level of a split — tucking it under a shed roof that reads as a natural extension of the main roof works well.

Matching exterior materials is the second critical factor. Many Burnaby split-levels feature a combination of cedar
siding (often horizontal lap or vertical board-and-batten), brick or stone veneer on the lower half-storey, and stucco
on upper sections. Sourcing identical materials decades later is rarely possible, but your contractor can find close
matches. For cedar siding, the profile width, exposure, and finish can be matched by a good mill — expect to pay
$8 to $14 per square foot installed for custom-milled cedar that replicates the original. For brick veneer, salvage
yards in the Lower Mainland occasionally stock period-appropriate brick, or you can use manufactured stone
veneer that mimics the original colour and texture for $18 to $30 per square foot installed. One effective strategy
is re-cladding the entire home (original and addition) with a new material like fibre cement siding or updated cedar,

which creates a unified appearance and typically costs $15,000 to $35,000 for a full split-level exterior.

The multi-level floor plan of a split-level actually offers excellent opportunities for seamless additions. Because
the home already has floors at different elevations, an addition can connect at whichever level makes the most
sense structurally and functionally. Extending the lower level is often the most straightforward approach — the
foundation walls are partially below grade, which means the addition's foundation height matches naturally.
Extending the upper level allows for a larger kitchen or living area with views, though it requires careful structural
support below. In either case, the interior transition between old and new should feel natural, with floor levels,

ceiling heights, and hallway widths maintained consistently.

Window proportions and placement are a subtlety that many homeowners overlook. 1960s split-levels typically

have specific window rhythms — horizontal sliding windows, picture windows with flanking casements, or vertically
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proportioned double-hung units arranged in regular patterns. Your addition's windows should respect these
proportions even if you use modern, energy-efficient units. Placing larger windows on the addition than exist on the
original home is a common giveaway that the section is newer. Modern vinyl or fibreglass windows can be ordered

in custom sizes that match the original proportions while meeting current BC Building Code energy requirements.

Foundation and grade transitions deserve attention in Burnaby, where many split-level lots have moderate
slopes. The addition's foundation must meet the existing foundation cleanly, with waterproofing and drainage
details that account for water flowing downhill along the joint. A structural engineer experienced with Metro
Vancouver's soil conditions (often clay-rich in Burnaby) and seismic requirements will design the connection

between old and new foundations to perform as a unified system.

Budget-wise, achieving a seamless match adds roughly 10% to 15% to the cost of an addition compared to a more
utilitarian approach. On a $250,000 addition, that's an extra $25,000 to $37,500 for material matching, custom
millwork, and the additional design time needed to get proportions right. Most homeowners find this investment
worthwhile — a well-matched addition not only looks better but also adds significantly more resale value than one

that reads as an afterthought.
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Preserving Natural Light in North Vancouver Additions

The key to maintaining natural light in your existing rooms is treating light as a design constraint equal to
structure and function — every wall, roof, and window decision in the addition should be evaluated for its
impact on how daylight reaches the spaces you already live in. North Vancouver's mountain-side topography
and tall evergreen canopy make this especially critical, as many homes already contend with shading from slopes,

trees, and neighbouring structures.

The most common light-killing mistake is building a rear addition that blocks the windows on the back wall of the
existing home. If your kitchen, dining room, or living room currently gets its primary daylight from rear-facing
windows, and the addition extends directly behind that wall, those rooms will become noticeably darker —
sometimes dramatically so. The solution is not to avoid rear additions entirely, but to design the connection

between old and new space so that light can penetrate through the addition and back into the original rooms.

Skylights and roof windows are the most effective tools for bringing light into the junction between old and new
construction. A well-placed skylight directly over the transition zone — where the addition meets the existing home
— floods both spaces with overhead light that no vertical window can match. In North Vancouver's rainy climate,
high-quality skylights from manufacturers like Velux or Fakro with proper flashing and condensation management
are essential. Budget $2,500 to $5,000 per skylight installed, including structural framing modifications and
interior finishing. Tubular skylights (sun tunnels) are a less expensive alternative at $800 to $1,500 installed for

spaces where a full skylight isn't structurally feasible.

Clerestory windows — a row of windows set high on a wall, often where a taller addition roof meets the lower

existing roofline — bring light deep into the interior without sacrificing wall space or privacy. This approach works
exceptionally well in North Vancouver where the rain and mountain views make high windows both practical (less
rain exposure than low windows) and desirable (framing views of the North Shore mountains). Clerestory window
installations typically add $5,000 to $12,000 to the addition cost depending on the length of the window band and

structural requirements.

Open-concept connections between the existing home and the addition allow borrowed light to travel between
spaces. Rather than connecting old and new with a narrow hallway or standard doorway, consider removing a
larger section of the intervening wall (with proper structural headers and posts engineered for seismic loads) to
create a wide opening that lets light flow freely. A structural beam spanning a 10 to 14-foot opening typically costs
$3,000 to $8,000 including engineering, materials, and installation, but the impact on light and spatial flow is

transformative.
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Interior glazing — glass doors, transom windows, or glass partition walls between rooms — allows light to pass
through the home even where acoustic or visual privacy is desired. A frosted glass interior door transmits roughly
70% of the light that a clear glass panel would, while maintaining privacy. French doors with glass panels between
the existing home and the addition cost $1,500 to $4,000 per pair and serve double duty as light conduits and

spatial connectors.

The addition's own window placement affects the existing home indirectly. Large windows on the addition's
south and west walls (facing away from the mountain slope in many North Vancouver neighbourhoods) capture the
strongest available daylight. If the addition has an open or semi-open connection to the existing home, this captured
light travels back into older rooms. Conversely, an addition with small or poorly placed windows becomes a dark

appendage that absorbs rather than shares daylight.

Exterior material choices play a supporting role. Light-coloured exterior cladding and hardscaping around the
addition reflect ambient light back toward the existing home's windows, while dark materials absorb it. In the narrow
side yards common on North Vancouver lots, this reflected light contribution is meaningful — a light-coloured

addition wall facing the existing home's side windows can maintain brightness that a dark wall would diminish.

Light modelling software is worth requesting from your designer. Programs like Velux Daylight Visualizer or
SketchUp with lighting plugins can simulate how daylight moves through both the existing home and the proposed
addition at different times of day and seasons. In North Vancouver, where winter days are short and overcast,
understanding December light conditions is especially important. A design that feels bright in a June simulation may
reveal serious darkness in a December one. This modelling adds $500 to $1,500 to design fees but prevents

expensive post-construction regrets about dark rooms that used to be bright.

Planning Plumbing When Main Stack Is Far from Your Addition

When your main plumbing stack is on the opposite side of the house from your new addition, you'll almost
certainly need to install a new secondary stack or extend drain lines with proper slope, and planning this
during the design phase — not during construction — is what separates a smooth project from a costly
nightmare. Plumbing layout is one of the most underestimated factors in home addition design, and in Metro

Vancouver's older housing stock, the main stack location often creates real challenges.

The most practical solution in most cases is installing a new secondary vent and drain stack within the addition
itself. BC Plumbing Code allows multiple stacks in a dwelling, and a new 3-inch or 4-inch stack dedicated to the

addition's fixtures eliminates the need to run long horizontal drain lines back to the original stack across the entire
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house. This new stack vents through the addition's roof and connects to the building drain (the horizontal pipe
beneath the basement or crawlspace floor) which then runs to the municipal sewer connection. In Metro Vancouver,
your plumber will need to verify the existing building drain has adequate capacity for the additional fixtures and may

need to upsize it.

If running back to the existing stack is the preferred approach — perhaps because the addition only has a half-
bath and the cost of a new stack isn't justified — the horizontal drain lines must maintain a minimum slope of one-
quarter inch per foot (about 2 percent grade) toward the stack. Over a long horizontal run of 20 to 30 feet, this slope
requirement means the drain pipe drops 5 to 7.5 inches. In a basement or crawlspace, that drop might consume
your available headroom and force you into more invasive work like breaking up and lowering concrete slab
sections. Your designer needs to calculate this slope requirement during the planning phase and determine

whether adequate fall exists before committing to this approach.

Venting is equally important and often more problematic than the drain lines themselves. Every plumbing fixture
needs proper venting to prevent siphoning of trap seals, which would allow sewer gases into your home. The BC
Plumbing Code specifies maximum distances between a fixture's trap and its vent connection — for example, a
toilet on a 3-inch drain can be no more than 1.8 metres from its vent. When the vent stack is far away, you can use
individual vents that run up through the addition's walls and out the roof, or you can use an air admittance valve
(AAV, sometimes called a Studor vent) for certain fixtures. However, AAVs have limitations under the BC code —
they cannot serve as the primary vent for an entire system, and some municipal jurisdictions in Metro Vancouver

restrict their use further.

For a new kitchen in the addition, the key rough-in considerations include a 2-inch drain line for the sink, a
dedicated hot and cold water supply (typically half-inch copper or PEX), and a dishwasher drain and supply
connection. If you're planning a kitchen island with a sink, the plumbing becomes more complex because island
sinks require special venting solutions — typically a loop vent or an AAV concealed in the island cabinetry — since

there's no wall to run a conventional vent pipe upward.

For a new bathroom, you'll need a 3-inch drain for the toilet, 2-inch drains for the shower/tub and sink, and
individual water supply lines. A full bathroom in an addition typically requires a dedicated 2-inch or 3-inch vent
stack. The shower drain location deserves particular attention because shower drains are set into the floor framing
and must be precisely positioned before subfloor installation — moving a shower drain after the floor is built is

expensive and disruptive.

Cost implications are significant when the stack is distant. Running a new secondary stack in the addition typically
costs $4,000 to $8,000 for the stack itself plus $2,000 to $5,000 for the underground connection to the building
drain. Running long horizontal lines back to an existing stack can cost $3,000 to $6,000 depending on the distance,

the accessibility of the crawlspace or basement, and whether concrete cutting is required. In total, expect plumbing
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rough-in for a bathroom and kitchen in a well-planned addition to run between $12,000 and $25,000 in Metro

Vancouver.

The smartest approach is to have your plumber walk the site with your designer before drawings are finalized. A
30-minute consultation at this stage can identify the most economical routing, avoid structural conflicts with floor
joists and beams, and ensure the plumbing layout doesn't force awkward fixture placement. Many Vancouver
designers now include the plumber in the initial design meetings specifically because plumbing constraints often

drive the entire floor plan of an addition.

When to Hire a Structural Engineer for New Westminster Additions

You should bring a structural engineer on board early in the design phase — ideally during or immediately
after the schematic design stage — because New Westminster sits in a seismic zone and virtually every
home addition here will require sealed structural drawings for the building permit. While your architect or
designer handles the overall layout, aesthetics, and spatial planning, the structural engineer provides the
calculations and specifications that ensure the addition and its connection to your existing home can withstand

gravity loads, wind loads, and seismic forces specific to southwestern BC.

The BC Building Code classifies Metro Vancouver, including New Westminster, as Seismic Category C or D
depending on the specific site conditions. This classification triggers mandatory structural engineering requirements
for additions that modify the load path of an existing building — which includes virtually any addition that ties into
the existing structure. The City of New Westminster's building department will not issue a permit for a home
addition without stamped structural drawings from a Professional Engineer (P.Eng.) registered in British Columbia.

This isn't optional or negotiable.

What the architect handles is the big-picture design: room layout, window placement, exterior aesthetics, roof
form, how the addition relates to the existing home's architecture, and coordination with the homeowner's program
requirements. A good architect creates the vision and ensures the addition is functional, beautiful, and code-
compliant from a spatial and life-safety standpoint (exits, fire separations, accessibility). They also typically

coordinate the entire consultant team, including the structural engineer.

What the structural engineer handles is fundamentally different: foundation design (footings, grade beams, or
piles depending on soil conditions), floor framing specifications, beam and column sizing, load-bearing wall
identification in the existing home, lateral bracing for seismic resistance, and the critical connection details between

the new addition and the existing structure. In New Westminster, soil conditions vary significantly — areas near the
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Fraser River may have poor bearing capacity requiring engineered pile foundations, while homes on the hillside
areas may sit on competent glacial till. The structural engineer often recommends a geotechnical investigation to
determine foundation requirements, which adds $3,000 to $5,000 but can save you from foundation problems

costing ten times that.

The timing matters because bringing the structural engineer in too late creates costly redesign loops. If your
architect designs a beautiful open-concept addition with a 20-foot clear span across the living area, but the
structural engineer later determines that span requires a massive steel beam with support columns that land in the
middle of the room below, you're back to the drawing board. Early involvement means the structural engineer can
flag these constraints during schematic design when changes are cheap — just erasing lines on paper — rather

than during construction documents when changes require expensive redrawing.

In practice, the most efficient workflow for a New Westminster home addition looks like this: the architect develops
a preliminary design concept based on your needs and the site constraints, then the structural engineer reviews
that concept within the first two to three weeks and identifies any structural implications. The architect adjusts the
design as needed, and then both professionals develop their respective drawing sets in parallel, coordinating
regularly to ensure everything aligns. This collaborative approach typically takes 6 to 10 weeks for a straightforward

addition.

Cost-wise, a structural engineer for a home addition in Metro Vancouver typically charges between $3,000 and
$8,000 depending on the complexity. A simple single-storey bump-out on good soil might be on the lower end,
while a second-storey addition on a heritage home near the river with challenging soil conditions could reach the
higher end or beyond. This fee is separate from the architect's fee, which typically runs 8 to 12 percent of

construction cost for full-service design on a home addition.

Some homeowners try to save money by using a building designer instead of an architect and hiring the structural
engineer directly. This can work well for straightforward additions, but you lose the coordination and design
oversight that an architect provides. In New Westminster, where many homes are older character homes with
unique structural conditions, having an architect who understands heritage building practices coordinate with the

structural engineer generally produces better results and fewer surprises during construction.

One important note for New Westminster specifically: the city has a heritage conservation program, and if your
home is listed on the heritage register or is in a Heritage Conservation Area, the design review process adds
additional layers of approval. Your architect handles this review process, but the structural engineer's work may be
affected if heritage requirements limit the types of structural modifications you can make to the existing building.
Starting both professionals early gives you time to navigate these requirements without rushing your permit

timeline.
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Planning Accessible Aging-in-Place Features in Vancouver Additions

Planning accessible design features into your home addition from the start is dramatically cheaper and
more effective than retrofitting later, and Metro Vancouver's aging population is making this one of the
most requested design priorities for additions across the region. The key principle is universal design —

creating spaces that work for people of all ages and abilities without looking institutional or clinical.

The foundation of aging-in-place design in an addition starts with zero-threshold entries and wide doorways.
Every doorway in the addition should be a minimum of 36 inches (915 millimetres) clear width, compared to the
standard 30 or 32 inches in older Vancouver homes. This accommodates walkers, wheelchairs, and simply makes
moving through the home more comfortable as mobility changes with age. The entry to the addition from outside
should have a flush threshold — no step up or down — with a covered approach area to keep the entry dry during
Vancouver's rainy months. A covered entry with good lighting isn't just an accessibility feature; it's a practical

comfort for everyone.

Bathroom design is where accessible planning has the greatest impact. A curbless (roll-in) shower is the single
most important aging-in-place feature you can include. Unlike a traditional shower with a 4-inch curb, a curbless
shower uses a linear drain and a gently sloped floor to contain water without creating a tripping hazard. Your
contractor needs to plan the floor framing to accommodate the recessed shower pan — this is much easier to do
during new construction than to retrofit. Include blocking in all bathroom walls (solid wood backing behind the
drywall) at 34 to 38 inches height for future grab bar installation. Installing blocking during construction costs under
$200, while retrofitting grab bars into walls without blocking requires opening up finished walls and can cost $500 to
$1,000 per grab bar.

The bathroom should be large enough to allow a 60-inch turning radius for wheelchair access — about 5 feet clear
diameter. A comfort-height toilet (17 to 19 inches seat height versus the standard 15 inches) and a wall-hung vanity
with knee clearance beneath it are design choices that serve aging-in-place needs while looking perfectly

contemporary. Lever-style faucet handles rather than knobs make operation easier for hands affected by arthritis.

Floor surfaces throughout the addition should be smooth, hard, and slip-resistant. Large-format tile, engineered
hardwood, or luxury vinyl plank all work well. Avoid thick carpets, raised thresholds between rooms, and any
changes in floor level within the addition. If the existing home has a step up or down at the connection point to the
addition, work with your designer to eliminate it — a short ramp concealed within the floor structure or a re-levelled

floor transition is far better than a step that becomes a fall hazard.

Lighting deserves serious attention for aging-in-place design. As we age, we need significantly more light to see

comfortably — a 60-year-old needs roughly three times as much light as a 20-year-old for the same task. Plan for
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layered lighting with high overall ambient levels (LED recessed fixtures on dimmer switches work well), strong task
lighting at countertops and reading areas, and illuminated pathways for nighttime navigation. Motion-activated

lighting in hallways and bathrooms is an inexpensive addition during construction that dramatically reduces fall risk.

The kitchen in an aging-in-place addition benefits from varied counter heights — a section at 34 inches for seated
work alongside standard 36-inch counters — and pullout shelving in base cabinets that eliminates the need to kneel
and reach into deep cabinet interiors. D-shaped cabinet pulls are easier to grasp than small knobs. If budget allows,
consider a wall oven installed at counter height rather than a traditional range with a low oven that requires

bending.

Electrical and technology planning should include outlets mounted at 18 to 24 inches above the floor rather than
the standard 12 inches, light switches at 42 to 48 inches rather than the standard 48 inches, and pre-wiring for a
future stair lift if the addition includes stairs. Smart home integration — voice-controlled lighting, thermostat, and
door locks — is increasingly affordable and enormously beneficial for aging-in-place. Running the necessary wiring

and network infrastructure during construction costs a fraction of retrofitting it later.

Cost premium for incorporating comprehensive aging-in-place features into a new addition in Metro Vancouver is
typically 5 to 10 percent above a standard build — roughly $15,000 to $40,000 on a $300,000 addition. This is a
remarkably small premium considering that a single fall-related injury for a senior averages over $30,000 in medical
and recovery costs, and that retrofitting even basic accessibility features into an existing space can easily cost
$50,000 to $100,000. BC also offers the Home Renovation Tax Credit for Seniors and Persons with
Disabilities, which provides a provincial tax credit on eligible accessibility renovation expenses — your accountant

can advise on current qualifying criteria.

3D Visualization Tools Vancouver Architects Use for Additions

Most Vancouver architects and designers now use advanced 3D rendering and visualization tools that can
show you photorealistic images and even virtual walkthroughs of your proposed addition before a single
board is cut, and this technology has become a standard part of the design process rather than an
expensive luxury. Understanding what's available helps you evaluate design proposals and ask the right

questions when interviewing architects for your home addition project.

SketchUp remains one of the most widely used tools among Vancouver residential architects and building
designers, particularly in the early design stages. It's fast, intuitive, and excellent for exploring massing — the

overall shape and volume of your addition relative to the existing house. Many architects will show you a SketchUp
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model during the initial design presentation so you can see how the addition sits on your lot, how it relates to
neighbouring homes, and how the roofline transitions work. SketchUp models can be rotated, sectioned, and
viewed from any angle in real time, making them ideal for interactive design discussions. The software pairs with
rendering plugins like V-Ray or Enscape that can transform the basic model into photorealistic images with

accurate materials, lighting, and landscaping.

Revit (by Autodesk) is the industry-standard Building Information Modelling (BIM) platform used by many
established Vancouver architecture firms. Unlike SketchUp, Revit creates an intelligent 3D model where every
element — walls, windows, structural members, plumbing — contains data about its properties, dimensions, and
relationships to other elements. This means the 3D model isn't just a pretty picture; it's the actual construction
document set in three dimensions. Changes made in the 3D view automatically update floor plans, sections, and
elevations. For homeowners, the benefit is that what you see in the 3D visualization is exactly what appears on the

construction drawings — there's no translation gap between the pretty rendering and the technical documents.

Lumion and Twinmotion are real-time rendering engines that many Vancouver architects use to create stunning
visualizations that include surrounding context — your actual street, neighbouring houses, mature trees, and even
Metro Vancouver's characteristic overcast sky or golden-hour lighting. These tools can produce animated
walkthroughs that let you virtually walk through your proposed addition, experiencing the space from a first-person
perspective. This is particularly valuable for understanding ceiling heights, sightlines, window placement, and the

overall feel of a space in ways that flat floor plans simply cannot convey.

Virtual Reality (VR) is increasingly available from forward-thinking Vancouver firms. Using a VR headset, you can
stand inside your proposed addition at full scale, look around naturally, and get an intuitive sense of the space that
no screen-based rendering can match. You can check whether the kitchen counter feels the right height, whether
the bathroom feels spacious enough, and whether the living room windows frame the view you imagined. Several
Vancouver firms offer VR presentations as part of their standard design package, while others charge a

supplementary fee of $500 to $2,000 for a VR-ready model.

Augmented Reality (AR) takes visualization a step further by overlaying the proposed addition onto a live view of
your actual home through a tablet or phone screen. You stand in your backyard, hold up the device, and see the
addition appear on your house in real time, to scale, with accurate materials and proportions. This technology is
newer and not yet universally offered by Vancouver architects, but firms using platforms like Fologram or ARKi can

provide this experience.

For interior design visualization, tools like Chief Architect and Cedreo allow designers to show you specific
material selections — countertop finishes, cabinet styles, flooring, tile patterns, paint colours — rendered
realistically in the context of your actual space. This helps enormously with decision-making because you can see

how your chosen finishes work together before committing to purchases.

Vancouver Home Additions — vancouverhomeadditions.com — Generated March 15, 2026



What to expect and what to ask for: During your initial consultations with Vancouver architects, ask what
visualization deliverables are included in their fee. At minimum, you should receive 3D views of the exterior showing
the addition in context with your existing home. For the design development phase, interior 3D views of key spaces
(kitchen, bathroom, main living areas) should be standard. Photorealistic renderings with accurate materials and
lighting are increasingly common but may carry a supplementary cost of $300 to $800 per image at some firms.
Animated walkthroughs typically cost $1,000 to $3,000 as an add-on.

The most important thing to remember is that visualization is a design tool, not just a sales tool. The real value
isn't making pretty pictures — it's identifying problems before construction begins. A 3D model reveals awkward

window proportions, cramped hallways, roof clashes, and poor natural light conditions that are nearly invisible on a
2D floor plan. Every issue caught in the digital model saves thousands of dollars that would otherwise be spent on

changes during construction.

Best Order of Operations for a Maple Ridge Home Addition

The smartest order of operations for planning a multi-room home addition in Maple Ridge starts with
establishing your total budget, then moves through design, permits, and a carefully sequenced
construction phase — and getting this sequence right can save you $15,000 to $30,000 compared to a
disorganized approach. A kitchen, bedroom, and bathroom addition is one of the most complex residential

projects because it involves every building trade and multiple inspection stages.

Phase 1: Budget and Feasibility (Weeks 1-3). Before you contact an architect or designer, establish a realistic
total budget. In Maple Ridge, a well-finished addition including a kitchen, bedroom, and bathroom typically costs
between $275 to $375 per square foot for the addition space itself, plus $15,000 to $30,000 for site work, permits,
and professional fees. For a 600-square-foot addition, you're looking at a total project budget of roughly $180,000
to $260,000. During this phase, also check Maple Ridge's zoning bylaws for your property — lot coverage
maximums, setback requirements, and height restrictions. The City of Maple Ridge's planning department offers

pre-application consultations that can flag major zoning obstacles before you spend money on design.

Phase 2: Design and Engineering (Weeks 3-14). Hire your architect or building designer first, then bring in the
structural engineer during schematic design. The design process for a three-room addition typically takes 8 to 12
weeks and should follow this internal sequence: start with the overall massing and placement on the lot
(considering solar orientation, views, setbacks, and connection to the existing home), then develop the floor plan

layout with the kitchen and bathroom positions driven by plumbing practicality (proximity to existing plumbing
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stacks or the decision to install a new stack), and finally refine the exterior design, materials, and roofline to
integrate with the existing home. Get your contractor involved during design development for budget reality checks
— a design-build approach or a contractor retained for pre-construction advice can prevent the heartbreak of

completing beautiful drawings that are $80,000 over budget.

Phase 3: Permits and Pre-Construction (Weeks 14-26). Submit your building permit application to the City of
Maple Ridge, which typically processes residential additions in 8 to 12 weeks. While waiting for the permit, use this
time productively: finalize material selections (cabinetry, countertops, plumbing fixtures, flooring, tile), order long-
lead items (custom cabinetry typically has a 6 to 10 week lead time, and some specialty windows take 8 to 12
weeks), and finalize your construction contract with your chosen builder. Your contractor should provide a detailed

construction schedule showing trade sequencing and milestone dates.

Phase 4: Construction — Foundation and Structure (Weeks 26-32). Construction begins with site preparation
and excavation for the foundation. In Maple Ridge, soil conditions vary — some areas have excellent bearing soill,
while areas closer to the Fraser River or in low-lying zones may require engineered foundations. Foundation work
includes forming and pouring footings, foundation walls, and the connection to the existing house foundation. Once
the foundation is cured, framing begins: floor system, walls, roof structure, and the critical tie-in to the existing
building. This phase ends with the building being weather-tight — roof sheathing, building wrap, and windows

installed.

Phase 5: Mechanical Rough-Ins (Weeks 32-36). This is where the sequence within the addition matters
enormously. Plumbing rough-in goes first because drain lines must be installed before subfloors are completed in
bathroom and kitchen areas. Then electrical rough-in, followed by HVAC ductwork or radiant heating installation.
The bathroom plumbing rough-in should be inspected and approved before any subfloor goes down over it.
Insulation goes in after all mechanical rough-ins pass inspection — never before, because inspectors need to see

the wiring, plumbing, and ductwork clearly.

Phase 6: Interior Finishes — The Critical Sequence (Weeks 36-46). This is where most poorly managed
projects go sideways. The correct finish sequence is: drywall (hang, tape, mud, sand — typically 2 weeks including
drying time between coats), then prime all surfaces (this protects drywall and provides a consistent base), then
install door frames and interior trim (baseboards, casings, crown moulding if applicable), then paint everything
(walls, ceilings, trim — much easier before cabinets and flooring go in), then install kitchen cabinetry (base and
uppers, followed by countertop templating), then hard flooring throughout (except tile in the bathroom, which
should be done before the vanity is set), then countertop installation (after cabinets are set and levelled), then
plumbing and electrical fixtures (sinks, faucets, toilet, light fixtures, outlets, switches), then finally appliance

delivery and installation.
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Phase 7: Final Inspections and Occupancy (Weeks 46-48). The City of Maple Ridge requires a final building
inspection before you can occupy the addition. This covers structural completeness, fire safety, plumbing and
electrical final inspections, energy code compliance, and smoke/CO detector placement. Schedule this inspection
as soon as your contractor confirms all work is complete — inspection wait times in Maple Ridge are typically 3 to 5

business days.

The bedroom is intentionally the lowest-priority room in the finish sequence because it's the simplest — no
plumbing, no cabinetry, just electrical, drywall, paint, and flooring. Many contractors finish the bedroom first
precisely because it's quick, which gives you a functional room while the kitchen and bathroom (the complex

rooms) are being completed.
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Q10
Maximizing Views in North Vancouver Additions Without Blocking

Designing a view-maximizing addition in North Vancouver requires balancing your desire for mountain and
water vistas with the District or City's strict view protection guidelines and your legal and neighbourly
obligations — and the good news is that thoughtful architectural design can dramatically enhance your
views without creating conflicts. North Vancouver's stunning setting between Burrard Inlet and the North Shore

Mountains makes view considerations central to virtually every addition project here.

The regulatory framework is your starting point. The District of North Vancouver and the City of North Vancouver
have different but related approaches to view protection. The District's Official Community Plan includes guidelines
about maintaining neighbourhood character and views, and their Development Permit process evaluates how
proposed buildings affect neighbouring properties' sight lines. The City of North Vancouver has similar provisions
within its zoning bylaw and development permit areas. Both municipalities set height limits, setback
requirements, and building envelope specifications that directly control how tall and how wide your addition can

be — and these regulations exist specifically to protect neighbours' views.

Before finalizing any design, your architect should conduct a view analysis that documents the existing views from
your property and from the most affected neighbouring properties. This involves photographing views from multiple
vantage points, plotting sight lines on a site survey, and in many cases creating a 3D model that demonstrates how
the proposed addition affects views from adjacent homes. Presenting this analysis proactively with your permit

application demonstrates good faith to the planning department and can significantly smooth the approval process.

Architectural strategies for maximizing views without excessive height or bulk include several proven
approaches. Flat or low-slope roofs are far more view-friendly than pitched roofs because they keep the building's
overall height to a minimum. A flat-roofed addition at 10 feet ceiling height might have an overall height of 12 feet,
while a pitched-roof addition with the same ceiling height could reach 18 to 20 feet at the ridge — that extra 6 to 8
feet can be the difference between preserving and blocking a neighbour's mountain view. Many contemporary

North Vancouver additions use flat or butterfly roofs specifically for this reason.

Stepping the addition with the slope of the land is another powerful strategy. Rather than creating a single large
box, the addition can follow the natural grade in a series of terraced levels, keeping each section close to the
ground and minimizing the visual mass from any single viewpoint. This approach is particularly effective on North
Vancouver's hillside lots, where a stepped design can provide spectacular views from multiple levels without

towering above the neighbouring downhill property.

Strategic window placement and room orientation can maximize your views without requiring a taller building.

Floor-to-ceiling glazing on the view side of the addition captures panoramic vistas from a seated position, meaning
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you don't need a higher vantage point to see over obstacles. Clerestory windows — a row of windows set high in
the wall where it meets the roof — bring in dramatic mountain views and natural light without adding to the
building's footprint or blocking neighbours. Corner windows that wrap around two sides of a room create a sense of

panoramic openness that a single window wall cannot match.

Rooftop decks and terraces can be an excellent way to capture views that the interior spaces cannot, but they
come with significant regulatory scrutiny in North Vancouver. Both the District and City consider rooftop decks as
part of the building height and may impose additional privacy screening requirements. If a rooftop deck would look
directly into a neighbour's private outdoor space or bedroom windows, expect the municipality to require privacy
measures such as opaque railings, planter screens, or orientation restrictions. A well-designed rooftop terrace with
a strategic privacy screen on the neighbour's side and an open view toward the mountains and water can be a

brilliant compromise.

Transparency and materiality help reduce the visual bulk of an addition. Glass railings on decks (rather than solid
wood), lighter exterior cladding colours, and articulated facades that break up large wall surfaces all make an
addition appear smaller and less imposing from the neighbours' perspective. The planning department considers
visual impact as part of their review, and a design that minimizes perceived bulk is far more likely to receive smooth

approval.

The neighbour conversation is something your architect should help you navigate. While not legally required in all
cases, informally sharing your plans with affected neighbours before filing your permit application is standard
practice in North Vancouver and can prevent formal objections that delay your project by months. Most view
disputes arise from surprise and lack of communication, not from genuinely unreasonable designs. Showing
neighbours a 3D model of your proposed addition, explaining how you've designed it to minimize view impacts, and

genuinely listening to their concerns builds goodwill that serves you throughout the construction process.

Cost implications of view-sensitive design in North Vancouver vary. Flat roofs cost roughly the same as pitched
roofs to build but may require higher-quality membrane roofing systems ($15 to $25 per square foot versus $8 to
$12 for asphalt shingles). Large glazing panels for view capture can add $5,000 to $20,000 compared to standard
window packages. However, view-optimized additions in North Vancouver consistently show strong return on
investment — a well-designed addition that captures mountain and water views can add $150,000 to $300,000 or

more to your property value in this market, far exceeding the construction cost premium for view-sensitive design.

Q11

Staircase Placement for Second-Story Additions in New West
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Staircase placement is one of the most critical design decisions when adding a second story to a small
bungalow in New Westminster, because the staircase consumes 35 to 50 square feet of floor space on the
first floor and its location affects the layout, flow, and functionality of both levels. In a compact bungalow
where every square foot matters, getting the staircase position right — or wrong — shapes the entire project's

success.

Contractors and designers working on second-story additions in New Westminster's older bungalow
neighbourhoods — Queensborough, Queen's Park, Brow of the Hill, and Sapperton — typically evaluate three

primary staircase placement strategies, each with distinct trade-offs.

Strategy 1: Centred within the existing floor plan. The most common approach places the staircase in the
centre of the home, typically where a hallway or closet currently exists. This position minimizes the impact on
perimeter rooms (bedrooms, living room, kitchen) because it uses interior space that is already transitional rather
than functional. In a typical 900 to 1,100 square foot New Westminster bungalow, the hallway between bedrooms
often provides a natural corridor for a straight-run or L-shaped staircase. The disadvantage is that a central
staircase can split the first floor into two disconnected halves, disrupting the open-concept flow that many
homeowners want. Contractors address this by widening doorways, removing non-load-bearing walls adjacent to

the staircase, and using open-riser stair designs that allow sightlines through the stairs.

Strategy 2: Located over an existing closet, bathroom, or small room. Many designers look for a sacrificial
space on the first floor — a closet, small bathroom, or utility room that can be repurposed as the staircase footprint.
This approach preserves the primary living spaces intact. In New Westminster bungalows, the coat closet near the
front entry or the linen closet in the hallway often occupies enough floor area for a compact staircase, especially if
the opening can extend slightly into an adjacent room. If a first-floor bathroom is relocated or combined with another
fixture, its footprint (typically 35 to 45 square feet) aligns well with staircase requirements. The trade-off is that you

lose that first-floor amenity and must account for its replacement elsewhere in the plan.

Strategy 3: External stair tower or bump-out. When the existing floor plan is too small or too open to absorb an
interior staircase without devastating the first-floor layout, contractors sometimes propose a small bump-out
addition specifically to house the staircase. This adds approximately 40 to 60 square feet to the building footprint,
keeping the existing first-floor rooms intact while providing a dedicated vertical circulation space. The bump-out
approach works well on bungalows with side yards that have enough room to extend beyond the existing wall while
maintaining the required side-yard setback. In New Westminster's RS zones, the minimum side-yard setback is
typically 1.2 metres, and you need to verify that the bump-out does not push the building past the lot coverage
maximum. The added cost for a stair bump-out — foundation, framing, roofing, and cladding for the small addition

— is typically $15,000 to $30,000 on top of the staircase construction cost itself.
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Regardless of placement strategy, the staircase must meet BC Building Code requirements for residential stairs.

The minimum width is 860 mm (approximately 34 inches) clear between finished walls, the maximum riser height

is 200 mm (7.9 inches), the minimum tread depth (run) is 255 mm (10 inches) including nosing, and the minimum

headroom clearance is 1,950 mm (6 feet 5 inches) measured vertically from the nosing line. These dimensions are
non-negotiable and directly determine the minimum floor area the staircase consumes. A straight-run staircase with
a standard 8-foot floor-to-floor height requires approximately 10 to 12 feet of horizontal run plus a landing at the

top and bottom — resulting in a footprint of roughly 35 to 45 square feet.

In practice, most small bungalows cannot accommodate a straight-run staircase without consuming too much linear
floor space. Contractors more commonly use L-shaped stairs with a quarter-turn landing or U-shaped stairs
with a half-turn landing to reduce the linear run. An L-shaped staircase fits into a roughly 7 by 7 foot footprint (49
square feet), while a U-shaped staircase fits into approximately 6 by 10 feet (60 square feet). The L-shape is the

most popular choice for small bungalow additions because it balances compactness with comfortable proportions.

Winder stairs — where the landing is replaced by wedge-shaped treads that turn the corner — can reduce the
footprint further, but they are less comfortable to walk on and can create accessibility issues. The BC Building Code
permits winders in residential construction but imposes minimum tread depth requirements at the narrow end,

which limits how tight the turn can be.

New Westminster's heritage and character home considerations add another layer. Many bungalows in
neighbourhoods like Queen's Park are on the city's heritage register or fall within heritage conservation areas. If
you are adding a second storey to a heritage-registered home, the staircase design and its impact on the home's
original character become part of the heritage review process. The city may require that the exterior appearance of

the staircase bump-out (if applicable) be compatible with the home's original architectural style.

The structural implications of staircase placement are significant. Cutting a staircase opening through the first-
floor ceiling and second-floor subfloor requires removing or rerouting floor joists. If the staircase falls perpendicular
to the joist direction, a large header beam must be installed to carry the interrupted joists around the opening. Your
structural engineer designs these headers and the supporting posts or bearing walls below — this is not a detail
that can be figured out on site. If the staircase can be aligned parallel to the joists, the structural modifications are

simpler and less expensive.

Budget $8,000 to $25,000 for the staircase itself (structure, treads, risers, railings, and finishing) plus any structural
modifications to accommodate the opening. Work with your designer to evaluate all three placement strategies
against your specific floor plan before committing to a direction — changing the staircase location after framing has

begun is extremely costly and disruptive.
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Q12
Pre-Wiring Additions for Solar and EV Charging in Vancouver

Yes, absolutely pre-wire your home addition for both solar panels and EV charging — it is one of the
smartest and most cost-effective decisions you can make during construction, costing roughly $500 to
$2,000 now versus $3,000 to $8,000 or more to retrofit later when walls are closed and finishes are in place.
The economics are overwhelmingly in favour of pre-wiring during construction, and both solar adoption and EV
ownership in Metro Vancouver are growing rapidly enough that you will very likely use one or both within the next

five to ten years.
Let me break down what pre-wiring involves and why it is so much cheaper during initial construction.

EV charging pre-wire is the simpler of the two. A Level 2 EV charger requires a dedicated 240-volt, 40 to 50-
amp circuit from the electrical panel to the charging location — typically in a garage, carport, or exterior wall near
the driveway. During construction, when the walls are open and the electrician is already on site running circuits for
the addition, pulling an extra length of 6 AWG copper cable (for 50-amp) from the sub-panel to the charging location
costs approximately $300 to $800 in materials and labour. The electrician installs the cable, a junction box at the
charging location, and a breaker in the panel — all while the framing is exposed and accessible. The cable is left

coiled in the junction box until you are ready to install the charger.

Retrofitting this same circuit after the addition is finished requires cutting into finished drywall, fishing cable through
closed wall and ceiling cavities, patching and repainting, and potentially routing cable through exterior conduit if the
interior path is blocked. The same circuit that cost $500 during construction can easily cost $2,000 to $4,000 as a

retrofit, and the result is often less aesthetically clean due to surface-mounted conduit or patched drywall.

In Metro Vancouver specifically, EV adoption is among the highest in Canada. British Columbia's Zero-Emission
Vehicles Act requires that 100% of new light-duty vehicle sales be zero-emission by 2035, and BC already
leads the country with over 15% of new vehicle registrations being electric or plug-in hybrid. Even if you do not
currently own an EV, there is a very high probability that your next vehicle — or the vehicle of a future buyer of your
home — will require Level 2 charging. Homes with pre-installed EV charging capability command a measurable

premium in Metro Vancouver's real estate market.

Solar panel pre-wire is slightly more involved but follows the same logic. A grid-tied solar system requires a
dedicated circuit from the main electrical panel (not the addition sub-panel) to the roof area where the inverter or
micro-inverters will be located, plus conduit pathways from the roof penetration point down to the panel. During

construction, the pre-wire involves:
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e Installing a 60-amp, 240-volt circuit from the main panel to the inverter location (typically on an exterior wall or
in the garage/utility room), using 6 AWG copper cable. Cost during construction: $400 to $1,000.

e Running 1-inch or 1.25-inch conduit from the inverter location through the wall and up to the roof area where
panels will be mounted, with a weatherproof junction box at the roof penetration point. Cost during construction:
$200 to $500.

e Ensuring the electrical panel has space for a dedicated solar breaker (back-fed breaker), which the electrician

can account for during the initial panel layout.

Total pre-wire cost for solar: $600 to $1,500 during construction. Retrofit cost later: $2,000 to $5,000 or more,
particularly if the conduit must be surface-mounted on the building exterior because it cannot be routed through
closed walls.

Beyond the electrical pre-wire, there is one structural consideration for solar readiness. If your addition roof is a
candidate for solar panels — south-facing or west-facing with minimal shading — ask your structural engineer to
confirm that the roof framing can support the additional dead load of solar panels, which is approximately 12 to 15
kilograms per square metre (2.5 to 3.0 pounds per square foot). Most modern roof designs easily accommodate
this load, but confirming it during design avoids the need for structural reinforcement later. If any reinforcement is

needed, doing it during framing costs a fraction of what it would cost after the roof is finished.

Vancouver's solar potential is better than many residents assume. Despite the city's reputation for grey skies, Metro
Vancouver receives approximately 1,200 to 1,400 kilowatt-hours of solar radiation per square metre annually
— enough to make rooftop solar economically viable, particularly as BC Hydro's Step 2 electricity rate (currently
$0.1580 per kWh after the first 1,350 kWh per billing period) continues to rise. A typical 5 to 8 kW residential solar
system in Metro Vancouver produces roughly 5,000 to 8,000 kWh per year, offsetting a significant portion of a
household's electricity consumption and generating credits under BC Hydro's net metering program during the long

summer days.

BC Building Code updates are also moving toward requiring solar-ready and EV-ready provisions in new
construction. The BC Energy Step Code's upper steps and the anticipated adoption of the net-zero-energy-ready
standard will likely make solar pre-wiring mandatory for new construction within the next few years. Pre-wiring your

addition now puts you ahead of these requirements.

The combined cost to pre-wire for both solar and EV charging during your addition construction is approximately
$1,000 to $2,500 — a trivial amount relative to the total addition cost, and an investment that pays for itself many
times over whether you use it yourself or it adds value when you sell. There is virtually no scenario where pre-wiring

during open-wall construction is not worth doing.
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Disclaimer: This guide is provided for informational purposes only by Vancouver Home Additions. It does not constitute
professional advice. Always consult qualified, licensed contractors and your local building authority before starting any home
addition project. Information is current as of March 15, 2026 and may change. Visit vancouverhomeadditions.com for the latest
answers.
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